THE CRIMINAL UKRAINE
THE STATE TRAFFIC POLICE WITHDRAWS CARS FROM THEIR DRIVERS. HOW TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY
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Corruption and lawlessness are rising to a crescendo on Ukrainian roads. It is possibly because the senior officials of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) and the State traffic police (STP) realize the upcoming departure from their ruling positions in 2010, and do their best to stuff their pockets as much as possible before leaving. The organized criminal group of the STP has established a new business in Kyiv. The inspectors of the State traffic police now use the slightest opportunity to send cars off… to a private impound lot! It costs at a minimum 260 hryvnias for a driver to retrieve the car.
…The parking lot had been located nearby the Lybidska metro station at Zheleznodorozhnoye Highway, 9. Once we came closer to the gate, we saw about ten drivers, waiting for the retrieve of their cars. We had brought some printouts of legislation articles, which were snapped up with interest just in one minute.
Talking to “Road Control”, the drivers openly resented the actions of the STP, as well as the demands of the security guards at the impound lot to pay almost three hundreds of hryvnias for a day of car “detention”. At the same time, nearly no one of these citizens was aware of the law regulation, which establishes entirely free retrieve of vehicles taken to an impound lot.
The cars were withdrawn from the drivers for absolutely different reasons. One of them told to “Road Control”, that he had got into a small road accident. “I called the STP to draw everything up. It appeared that I wasn’t carrying the insurance policy, so I was told that they are taking my car away. I started to cut up rough. In return, the STP officers threatened to call the police unit and withdraw the car by force…” – the driver recounted.
Another driver’s situation was really nonsensical: “I’m working for a public utility company. We deliver free coal on the “Care” program. I was heading to the garage in the evening, and there I was stopped by the STP officers. I was carrying the entire set of documents, including the insurance policy. However, the inspectors spotted some mistake in the trip ticket, so they made me drive the “GAZel” to the impound lot… Because of this, people didn’t get any supply today”.
Here is one more story: “I got my splasher hit, it wasn’t my fault. The bumper number fell off. I put him behind the windscreen and was going to have the car repaired. The STP patrol stopped me. Thanks to this number, the inspector f*cked my brain up… “come with me”, he said… That’s how it turned out… I went to get a Christmas tree for a kid, and have got adventures! And I had pneumonia not so long ago…”
The procedure of car retrieve itself is quite time-consuming. After the car is put to the impound lot, the driver should visit the regiment of road patrol service, which is disposed at the Simyi Khokhlovykh Street, 5, in order to get a permission for car release. Besides, the person on duty, who deals with such issues, may not be available at his place.
But the main point is that the seal won’t be affixed at the regiment of road patrol service, unless the driver pays the fine – thereby, the driver is deprived of his right to file an appeal against that decision before a court! This is a gross violation of law, which we will discuss in another article. After the driver has all the documents in his hand, he is also required to make a copy of the data sheet and the passport of a Ukrainian citizen. Only having submitted all the package of papers, he will be allowed to receive his car at the impound lot – not at once, but on a first-come, first-served basis, while the queue may consist of about 20 people!
In fact, it’s a really incredible situation, taking place in the European capital city. The authorities, having entered into conspiracy with private entrepreneurs, withdraw the private property from Kiev citizens and demand a ransom for its retrieve! Moreover, the affair is completely open, and the Head Department of Internal Affairs in Kyiv, giving official comments on the matter, calls it a regular capitalism!
Having spent several hours at the gate of the impound lot, we got stunned with the sweep of the business. The gate of the parking lot was almost never closed. The cars were leaving the impound lot every now and then, and the new “clients” were being delivered over and over again, escorted by the patrols of the State traffic police. Assuming that twenty cars are delivered to the impound lot each day, the calculation gives the monthly income of 125 thousands of hryvnias subject to a six-day working week.
In order to ensure that the income is accounted properly, the STP inspector is sitting in the booth together with security guards. When he went out to talk to a driver, we have had a chance to take a photo of his face. Having noticed that he was being filmed, the STP member returned to his worksite hastily. As it is seen on the video, the inspector doesn’t feel ashamed of his banditry at all, and is totally convinced that he is right.
The video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJGL-mrFm3w
We have learned from another driver about one of the STP members from this patrol: his name is Lytvyn Wladimir Viktorovich, and he sees duty in the same regiment of road patrol service, disposed at the Simyi Khokhlovykh Street, 5.
According to drivers, each STP patrol is obliged to deliver at least five cars daily to the impound lot. According to our source of information, this entire business belongs to one of high ranks of the metropolitan law enforcement system.

Sadly, we must state that corruption and lawlessness are rising to a crescendo on Ukrainian roads. It is possibly because the senior officials of MIA and STP realize the upcoming departure from their ruling positions in 2010, and do their best to stuff their pockets as much as possible before leaving.

In fact, the authorities nowadays have changed into occupiers, and the STP members play the role of the police goons. The people chosen for this job have extremely low human and moral qualities. They are usually uneducated and fall behind in intellectual development. Such “hounds” are ready to fulfill any order of their master, without any remorse.
Being a public organization, which represents automobile drivers, “Road Control” naturally cannot accept a situation, when semiliterate personalities, having the enforcement capabilities, abuse the citizens of Ukraine. We will do our utmost to stop this process.
We have already addressed appropriate statements to the Office of the General Prosecutor, the Security Service, the Parliament as well as the Department of Organized Crime Control. We have depicted the existing situation in this statement.
Of course, we will not stop here. The victims have already applied to us, and we will help these drivers punish certain individuals that took participation in this crime. Any report of car withdrawal to the impound lot and money extortion will be drawn up into a separate statement, which is to be addressed to the prosecutor’s office, and into a claim filed to the court.
Here are several recommendations to help you prevent the withdrawal of your car to the impound lot:

- before driving onto the road, check if you are carrying all the documents, including insurance policy and inspection sticker;

- don’t violate the traffic rules and don’t provide grounds for the STP inspectors to stop you;
- start video or audio recording in the case you are stopped. Put down all the information about the inspector – his full name and the place of work;
- if the inspector is drawing up a report, be sure to indicate your disapproval in it, sign it up and demand for a copy. Remember: the report is to be drawn up at the place where you have been stopped;
- if the inspector claims that he is going to detent your car, respond him, referring to the Article 265-2 of the Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences, that your car doesn’t impede the traffic, therefore he is not entitled to sent it to the impound lot. If you are threatened, lock yourself up in the car and call the police: report that you are assaulted by bandits in the STP uniform and they demand you to give them your car;
- IN NO WAY agree to follow the patrol STP car to anywhere. Stay at the same place. There is no law obliging you to follow the STP inspector. If the STP members leave, having picked up your documents, call the police immediately and report about the robbery;

- if the STP inspector has called for evacuator, demand both to put a record into the report, that your car is being taken to the impound lot, and to draw up an act of vehicle detention.
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